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I: Song

Oh roses for the flush of youth,
And laurel for the perfect prime;
But pluck an ivy branch for me
Grown old before my time.

Oh violets for the grave of youth,
And bay for those dead in their prime;
Give me the withered leaves I chose
Before in the old time.

II: Judge not according to the appearance

Lord, purge our eyes to see
Within the seed a tree,

Within the glowing egg a bird,
Within the shroud a butterfly

Till taught by such, we see
Beyond all creatures Thee,

And hearken for thy tender word,
And hear it, “Fear not: it is 1.”

III: Song

When I am dead, my dearest,
Sing no sad songs for me;

Plant thou no roses at my head,
Nor shady cypress tree:

Be the green grass above me
With showers and dewdrops wet;
And if thou wilt, remember,

And if thou wilt, forget.

I shall not see the shadows,

I shall not feel the rain;

I shall not hear the nightingale
Sing on, as if in pain:

And dreaming through the twilight
That doth not rise nor set,

Haply [ may remember,

And haply I may forget.



Program Notes:

Three Rossetti Songs, for Soprano and Vibraphone, is a setti ot
Rossetti. The work is intended as a whole, but eI;ch sc;ng camS ;?ggrf%%}gg?n%?jgza? (”:I‘liﬁsft“l ni
two pleces Were commissioned by soprano Leesa Levy, who asked me to write somye.thin tlhrst
would go with an already existing work entitled Aldina. 1 find Christina Rossetti’s . eta
pa_rt.icula_rly inspiring, because of both her beautiful language and deeply moving ideas, in I\)vohlg-l
Spll‘ﬂ_iual.lty ‘and nature coexist harmoniously. The first song, called Song, is rather p—
meditative in nature, with clear vocal lines and contrapuntal accompanimeni[ The second, Jud,
not accordiflg to the appearance, is faster, with a more rhythmic and modal z.lccompanimentu 5
The third piece 1s entitled Aldina, and was commissioned, a few years before the others by th
percussionist Ff:derlco Maria Poli. It was composed in memory of my mother Alda Mélcl}lrio :
The text used is also called Song. The poem describes the parting from life and evokes inn.
lyrical and moving style, some scenes from the natural world, which was very dear t::) :
rnother._The title was inspired by an old photo of my mother as a very young child fOundmby
chance in one of her drawers. On the back of the photo someone wrote in pencil "Aldfna" (Litﬂz

Alda). Generally we are not used to thinking of our parents as children, :
image of my mother as a baby particularly moving, par en; therefore 1 found this

Notes for the performers: _
Whlrhng tubes are ad libitum and can be omitted if they are not available. The notation o
in the vibraphone should always be played as four sixteenth notes (¥5757 )

2 X 4 "

Programma di Sala:

Three_Rossetti S_ongs, per voce di Soprano e Vibrafono, ¢ un ciclo basato su tre poesie di
Christina Rossetti. Il lavoro ¢ inteso come un tutto organico, ma ogm lied puo esserep:se . it
in_divi_dualmente. I primi due sono stati commissionati dal soprano Leesa Levy, che mi ha ch%:;to
di scrivere quqlcoga che potesse essere eseguito insieme ad Aldina, composto’alcunj anni rim;f
Trovo lai poesia di Christina Rossetti molto stimolante, sia per la musicalita del suo lin : 'c;
che per i suoi concetti, che fondono natura e spiritualita in un equilibrio molto delicato ]%uafilg:m
brano, Song, ‘ ¢ tonale e meditativo, con una parte vocale chiara e accom a‘ ail;]ent
contrappuntistico. Il secondo, Judge not according to the appearance, ¢ piu velp - .
accompagnamento piti Titmico € modale. s oce, con tn
n terzo brano,'Aldiga, ¢ stato commissionato alcuni anni prima degli altri due dal percussionista
Federico Maria Poli, ed ¢ stato composto in memoria di mia madre, Alda Melchiori. Anche
questo testo della Rossetti si chiama Song, una poesia in cui, in un tono lirico ¢ pacat'o Cfe
toecante semplicitd viene cantato l'addio alla vita, evocando alcune immagini della natura cﬁn
erano anche mol'to care a mia madre. Il titolo ¢ stato ispirato da una vecchia foto di le1 bambin "
trovata per caso in un suo cassetto, sul retro della quale qualcuno ha scritto a matita "Aldina" >

Note per gli esecutori:

L uso Qex tubi corrugati non ¢’ obbligatorio: se non si trovano si possono omettere. La notazione f
per il vibrafono deve sempre essere eseguita come una quartina di sedicesimi
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Commissioned by and dedicated to Federico Poli

HI: Aldina
(in memory of my mother)
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