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DAYS AND NIGHTS

for soprano and piano

music by LORI LAITMAN »

poems by BOURDILLON, BROWNING, DICKINSON, & C. ROSSETTI
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In 1994, composer Richard Hundley introduced me to 3. The Night Has A Thousand Eyes (Francis W.
soprano Melissa Coombs. Melissa requested a setting ~ Bowrdillon, 1852-1921)

_ of Robert Browning’s poem Grow Old Along with Me ‘

for her upcoming 10th wedding anniversary. This T}inlggtﬁz }:15;’ ?) é]tlz‘rl;?nd eyes,

setting subsequently became the first of the six songs in Yet the light of the br;ght world dies

Lf)ri Laitman (b.1955) is an award-winning composer of art songs, whose works are performed
widely in the United States and abroad. In June 2004 The Cleveland Opera will present the world

premiere of Ms. Laitman’s opera, “Come to Me in Dreams,” staged by the Opera’s Genera] Days and Nights, which uses texts by four promineilt With the dying sun.
Director David Bamberger. Recent performances of Ms. Laitman’s music have taken place m?’itieemh Cegt‘érgri‘igz’g ssgtfﬁt)hem women (Emily e osand eves
- across the country, at such venues as The Skylight Opera Theatre (Wisconsin), Weill Recita] Dhednson 2t ‘ e o b ot yes,
Hall, Merkin Hall and Alice Tully Hall (NeW"York), Shriver Hall (Maryland), Benaroya Hall Along with Me employs repetition of musical verses, Yet the light of a whole life dies
and rhythmic emphasis on the words “trust God,” to When its love is done.

(Washington), The Cleveland Institute of Art, The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, The
Corcoran Gallery and The Kennedy Center (D.C.). Named by the Nebraska Music Teachers
Association as the 2002 Composer of the Year, Ms. Laitman has traveled to various universities
and festivals to serve as composer-in-residence. The Emily Dickinson International Society
featured performances of and panels on Ms. Laitman's settings of Dickinson's poetry.
Lori Laitman graduated magna cum laude with honors in music from Yale College. She received
her M.M. in flute performance from the Yale School of Music. Her principal composition
teachers were Jonathan Kramer and Frank Lewin. Ms. Laitman's initial focus was composing
music for film and theatre, and in 1980 she wrote the score for The Taming of the Shrew for the
Folger Theatre in Washington. Since 1991 she has concentrated on composing for the voice,
Albany Records released her debut CD, "Mystery - The Songs of Lori Laitman," on August 1,
2000, and “Dreaming - Songs of Lori Laitman” on May 1, 2003. For more information, please
visit Ms. Laitman’s website: www.artsongs.com.

create a hymn-like quality. They Might Not Need Me is
completely different in spirit and mood. The pervasiv_e
tango rhythms in the piano offer humorous counterpoint 0 o o

16 the voice, which vacillates between the dramatic Strawberries — grow —

setting of the title phrase to the flippant, yet hopeful, Over the fence —

setting of the words “but they might.” The Night Has I could climb — if I tried, I know —

A Thousand Eyes, a calm contrast, is divided into two Berries are nice!

parts, one a variation of the other. Reflecting the

youthful playfulness of its text, Over the Fence has an But — if I stained my Apron —
off-balance humor achieved through the piano’s God would certainly scold!

skipping, repetitive triplets and lighthearted, Oh, dear, —1I guess if He were a Boy —
melodramatic vocal line. The piano grows more He’d — climb — if He could!

intricate in the middle section -- employing hand 5. Song (Christina Rossetti, 1830-1894)
crossing techniques reminiscent of Rameau’s keyboard

style -- while the voice warbles above, attempting to When T am dead, my dearest,

capture the marvelous imagery of God, as a boy, Sing no sad songs for me;

jumping over the fence to eat berries. The lyric Song Plant no roses at my head,

uses dreamlike harmonies above a deliberately sustained Nor shady cypress tree:

piano pedal against the vocal line, nearly folk-like in its ~ Be the green grass above me

simplicity. Wild Nights begins explosively, with With showers and dewdrops wet;
dramatic vocal glissandi and melismas. Extensive use And if thou wilt, remember,

of wide leaps and tango-inspired rhythms magnify the And if thou wilt, forget.

sexqally charged iml‘::act oflthe te),(,t. A calmer 1.nid— I shall not see the shadows,

section portrays the “heart in _p(.n:t but soon gains I shall not feel the rain:

momenh11n, returning t(_) 'the initial mood of unbridled I shall not hear the nightingale

passion. The four repetitions of the words “in Thee” are Sing on, as if in pain:

set progressively louder and higher, building to the final ~ And dreaming throngh the twilight
climactic moment, a descending octave glissando ending That doth not rise nor set,

in a hissing, sibilant “s”, Haply 1 may remember,
And haply may forget.

4. Over the Fence (Emily Dickinson)

1. Along with Me (Robert Browning, 1812-1899)
6. Wild Nights (Emily Dickinson)

Grow old along with me!

The best is yet to be, Wild Nights — Wild Nights!
The last of life for which the first was made; Were I with thee
- Our times are in His hand . Wild Nights should be

Who saith: “A whole I planned — Our luxury!

Youth shows but half; trust God, see all nor be afraid.”
’ Futile — the Winds —

2. They Might Not Need Me (Emily Dickinson, 1830-1886) ~ To a Heart in port —
Done with the Compass —
They might not need me — yet they might — Done with the Chart!
T’ll let my heart be just in sight —
A smile as small as mine might be Rowing in Eden —

Precisely their necessity — Ah, the Sea!
Might I but moor — Tonight —

In Thee!
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