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SEVENTEEN LYRICS FROM

"SING-SONG"

(Christina Rossetti)

[«]

Eight o'clock;

The postman's knock!

Five letters for Papa;

One for Lou,

And none for you,

And three for dear Mamma.

Baby cry
—

Oh fie!—
At the physic in the cup:

Gulp it twice

And gulp it thrice,

Baby gulp it up.

[3]
Dead in the cold, a song-singing thrush,

Dead at the foot of a snowberry bush,—
Weave him a coffin of rush,

Dig him a grave where the soft mosses grow,

Raise him a tombstone of snow.

[4]
Love me,— I love you,

Love me, my baby;

Sing it high, sing it low,

Sing it as may be.

Mother's arms under you,

Her eyes above you;

Sing it high, sing it low,

Love me,— I love you.
1870

PART I

[5]
' Kookoorookoo ! kookoorookoo!'

Crows the cock before the morn 5

'Kikirikee! kikirikee!'

Roses in the east are born.

' Kookoorookoo ! kookoorookoo !

'

Early birds begin their singing;

'Kikirikee! kikirikee!'

The day, the day, the day is springing.

[6]
Boats sail on the rivers,

And ships sail on the seas;

But clouds that sail across the sky

Are prettier far than these.

There are bridges on the rivers,

As pretty as you please;

But the bow that bridges heaven,

And overtops the trees,

And builds a road from earth to sky,

Is prettier far than these.

[7]
In the meadow—what in the meadow?

Bluebells, buttercups, meadowsweet,

And fairy rings for the children's feet

In the meadow.

In the garden
—what in the garden?

Jacob's-ladder and Solonion's-seal,

And Love-lies-bleeding beside All-heal

In the garden,

(iv)
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While the birds are silence keeping,

(Lullaby, oh lullaby !)

Sleep, my baby, fall a-sleeping,

Lullaby, oh lullaby !

[6]
Hurt no living thing:

Ladybird, nor butterfly,

Nor moth with dusty wing,
Nor cricket chirping cheerily,

Nor grasshopper so light of leap.

Nor dancing gnat, nor beetle fat,

Nor harmless worms that creep.

[7]
Minnie and Mattie

And fat little May,
Out in the country,

Spending a day.

Such a bright day,

With the sun glowing,

And the trees half in leaf,

And the grass growing.

Pinky white pigling

Squeals through his snout,

Woolly white lambkin

Frisks all about.

Cluck! cluck! the nursing hen

Summons her folk,
—

Ducklings all downy soft,

Yellow as yolk.

Cluck! cluck! the mother hen

Summons her chickens

To peck the dainty bits

Found in her pickings.

Minnie and Mattie

And May carry posies,

Half of sweet violets,

Half of primroses.

Give the sun time enough,

Glowing and glowing,

He'll rouse the roses

And bring them blowing.

Don't wait for roses,

Losing to-day,

O Minnie, Mattie,

And wise little May.

Violets and primroses

Blossom to-day

For Minnie and Mattie

And fat little May.

( vi )
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Seventeen Lyrics from "Sing-Song"
PART I

1. "Eight o'clock; the postman's knock!"

Poems by
Christina Rossetti

Voice I

Piano
(

t*

Allegro J=io4 *

nfgaily

Sidney Homer, Op. 19

^P=W^ wm ^ m F5=£= 5
* ;

m JZ3t±

fm
Eight o' - clock

j
The post -man's knock! Five let-ters for Pa-pa;

zz:

One for Lou, And none for you, And three for dear Mam -ma.

rit

fe&
^S ^ Is^

Eight o' -
clock-, The post - mans knock!

Lento

b'l> Jl » ,. h » i )FFF$ Ji sS ii g i^s;^JwJwj^"
1 ? > jjijj^ g iw a g j

nX ^ rfl'OT. #P

sa i » '

i i
P

9 P g|
'

?p ?p *j ^iB I 1 q

p ^ i^B g

* All metronome-marks merely approximate.
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2. "Baby cry- Oh fie!"

25, KY

Allegro J =ii6

fgaily

^h>M g C^z | J'
JiiMp jj p p r

* *

Ba - by cry- Oh fie!— At the phys-ic in the cup:

* te
fc
* * * * =*

/

. f f f rr f f r

=i=f
t

J*>
? t

# *

£
i=j a:

^''> g g p e p I J
i

f p p p
M a^^i

Gulp it twice And gulp it thrice, Ba - by gulp it up.

m
31870



4 PART I

3. "Dead in the cold, a song-singing thrush"

Poems by
Christina Rossetti Sidney Homer, Op. 19

Lento J = 84 *

p simply

i J" j i J j> > .i i
J

j I J j^s^^^
Dead in the cold, a song-sing- ing thrush, Dead at the foot of a

fW H J m *^j

j n j ji=0

jp legato

-1 1 i iTOE?B ff

#P

h j> J
1 b r PPj^ a

p
J j) j>BE ^^32

snow-ber-ry bush,— Weave him a cof - fin of rush, Dig him a grave where the

Im j »n j g £ J n J ; 3I j. 4 $ *=#

£2_ A-

s

pp

9— ii A- 11
21 g

*
dim.^ ^ /vY.

^5t±

soft moss-es grow, Raise him a tomb - stone of snow.

m * * 1 1 m rs:

*=# *

S i i
rf«».

42-
i—%n nY.

i2_

BEf
St

f
* All metronome-marks merely approximate.
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4. "Love me,-I love you"

$

Lento J> = 66

p tenderlym £ i iSE 1 '
r p ^

Love me— I love you, Love me, my ba by.

m 5
fT—

_£? legato
r

Mr Mr £
2>p* £P^PBSE ?

Sing it high, sing it low, Sing it as may be. Moth-ers arms un-der you,

m ^§ m¥
PP

t=* * *
f

4> L g
GU

r̂

* ^ ^
rtY. tfm.

£PP w ^ f
Her eyes a-bove you-, Sing it high, sing it low, Love me,— I love you.

f rT^T^ p
ro'£

*
rfm.

3 s PP

1
5f

21870



PART

5. "Kookoorookoo! Kookoorookoo!"

Poems by
Christina Rossetti Sidney Homer, Op. 19

*

Vivace J.=iss *

fwith spirit and imagination

mm i i ^^ u-j^^i
r

JI J jo j

'Koo-koo-roo-koo! koo-koo - roo-koo!' Crows the cock be-fore the morn;

#
h its J- „

J- i J m a£

i

ffi^f

m m m m

fqM e £

9^ cm
r p"t g f c c g

CCCI
5=

ft hit m p r

d£w.

J J^ J Jl 5

'Ki-ki - ri -kee!

#fcsfc

ki - ki- ri - kee!' Ros - es in the east are born.

J J^ I J> J S
tF

r » r r 7

9gj^ y F EBZ=g

ll
ff

" m r P p r '"r P r
J)

r
J '' J <

'Koo-koo-roo-koo! koo-koo-roc-koo!' Ear - ly birds be - gin their sing - ing;

j J- J- £ £„0
T-GW w—w

r 1 f f~ rp

m
* All metronome-marks merely approximate.

^^T
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p n g 1 f"

Ki-ki - ki- kee!

^^
cresc.^^m T^

ki - ki - ri - ki - ki - ri - kee!'_ The

IS 000
m
—

w.
—•

/

si te g gitSI z-tt
crese.

— • 9 9 |«J i

^fa ^^ ^ <s^-^
day, the day, the day, the day, the day is spring

#? *=* i M=k
T

>d- .
J- J =Ai

gji^ P^F £ ^Ff

fe
ing.

i
fc=«

-#-»-
r rr-F

#.p #*:

*
*• *

0-9-;3e

II J=f= fqr
;Ei:c:Et M^=Mk =4=^^ ^sswS - — — —

i
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6. "Boats sail on the rivers"

Lento J= 58

rnfwith breadth and elevation

seas: But clouds that sail a - cross the sky Are pret - tier far than

'fed =*

Pg i

*-4-t

w * ** i
—

i % ^ it- f
¥

S
cresc.

±dn -6

flKfli.

J:* * 23:
f ^

ffi (9- jgj ~77 -©-

9-. F XT

nY. a tempo

£
r I i ik s ?s? V^ f

3
'

+==3 -&

these. There are bridg-es on the riv-ers, As pret
- ty as you

\

i* -©
-6>

r «=§=*

SB ' 3

a tempo

i ±±d i=?=! 1 J *

"Er

221

S>- —
'5-

rr

21870
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#
fefc m cresc. f

mz i
r r r r rr^r-r

F

please; But the bow that bridg-es heav - en, And o - ver - tops the

$M i
* * 3 s J3=:=•=e a i S

3Si

cresc.

±=k 6
s=«

i-fc
a as -«•

<9- 3E jQzz :ur

9- T5~

TT

cresc. fflargamente
\k 5 r> * ^

rfz'w. ro'£

ia r^r^r p

And builds a road from earth to sky, Is pret-tier far than

tAt=t
m
—g

1 » r «

#•

S lijjfej
dm. rit.

I*-*-*EEC 331
P--f O- 49-

XT

#
**

O, 4> nY.

3 ^r g r
*

these, is pret - tier far than these.

'*=M- 3 l^F* j > ^ t

r
s

/Ok
p rit. PP

I g j d
«—*s 6>- zz:

:5
9;

^r

21870
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10 PART I

7. "In the meadow-what in the meadow?"

Poems by
Christina Rossetti Sidney Homer, Op. 19

Vivace J =104 *

tnfwith delicacy and sentiment+ m mf with delicacy and sentiment cresc.

iftW-f
j p r 1

r i j I r
1 1 j

p p
J

1

In the mead-ow— what in the mead - ow? Blue -bells, but-ter-cups,

I
tf

/W.
£

fi?W».

^S i=P £P^^£ £
mead - ow - sweet, And fair - y rings for the chil - drens feet

§ f 1 r
1 mam

^tf-f f f
frit
_fc fc fc *.

dim.

wc^z^w.

$
U a tempofc^ P

P^P r
J cjr

In the mead - ow.

m a
In the gar - den-

rxn/ffl £
m

r
J 4 JL \

p a tempo

g i i i i
^

£e=£=

* All metronome-marks merely approximate.
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*fc
cresc.

P j> j^ /?^^ p ^ mmm
what in the gar - den? Ja - cob's - lad - der and Sol - o - mon's -

seal, And

4M r^~^ m
P

cresc.

3fil i ^

P /«*. rfi'W.

J'' h I J J

jo a tempo

P r
J a6-

Love - lies -bleed - ing be - side All - heal In the gar - den,.

.*
M= i

|
« g a

^
T

gfel

dm. _£?
a tempo

3

21870
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8. "The dog lies in his kennel"

Allegro J =144

f with mingled humor and lovea M VVtVIV UvvtbQ Vl/W/ fVtl/ffVlSi [//III t/i/i/c

i I g J> 1 p-J^ J> J> I J :h -f^h-—f^—^^5 >, J^ J- fjj^j
ar^
—^

And Puss purrs on the rug,The dog lies in his ken-nel,

4 ^=W p

And

I 4
" > t

/*

9Jg e
r» 1* B g

e -*-

i
/•

fi
J> hb *> 5EEE5

(?

« £
hug. Pat the dog and stroke the cat,

21870
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i ^
creso.

^ms s
^—y.

Each in its de - gree;

^g-M J)
p r

EE^EE£
And cud-die and kiss my ba by, and

m iii' r~r ffl fr «
cresc.

I
—»-

^2
cud - die

m
and kiss my ba

9=t
i=*

3 * *fr ^ * *

nY.

in zz: 3P
by, And ba by kiss me, kiss

;*
S=S

rit.

m ftjt

i *=*
-d
—

-d

a tempo

21870
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Poems by
Christina Rossetti

PART I

9. "Lie abed, sleepy head"

Sidney Homer, Op. 19

I

Lento J = 60 *

p with great tenderness

3
r

*
r r^^ PP¥

Lie a

espr.

bed, Sleep - y head, Shut up eyes, bo

i§i i 1 =± i¥
t:XT

^? legato
r

»-

Fr

p ?z:

3=1
poco rit

^^£ £
peep; Till day-break Nev - er wake:— Ba - by, Ba -

by,

m ± \

1 i i
ap

f
zr

T7 ^i i 1
TZ.

f r

a tempo pp rit. e dim ppp lento molto

1_I
^ nY. e dim. r r

jt?j9jo
/ew/o wie?//o

S :e7T

5T
6>-

2Z
-

* All metronome-marks merely approximate.
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10. "Mix a pancake, stir a pancake"

#

Vivace J = 144

fwith spirit and humor

3E
fei h }) a

1 j ;>-!$ v
f*

1

p
I iH' p ^

z?

Mix a pan-cake, Stir a pan- cake, Pop it in the pan-,

cresc. ff

m ^ M "P i

f m ? ^

1

6>-

1
Fry the pan - cake, Toss the pan -cake,— Catch it if you can,

ij
1

1 j I J^

V rit.

&- ^^ P
catch it if you— if. you can.

;*
*yt^f

<p

fflE§
f

21870
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fa tempo cresc.

jr.

iMT-^
p

I E P=^
can, catch it if you— if. you

f=f f=T r «
r«.'

gg
^

-«

cresc. O- ^IT P E
can, if you can.

nn O li
JZ2L 2Z a.

p
cresc.

m
21870
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Seventeen Lyrics from "Sing-Song"

PART II

l."Who has seen the wind?"
Poems by-

Christina Rossetti Sidney Homer, Op. 19

*

Andante con moto J = ss *

p with imagination

is
r

'
r

3CC £
Who has seen the wind? Nei - ther I nor

& i=g J ^=# i _3^: WSt

r -o-

f7

^3 m #»

^^
cresc.

i
r V r I t^ £

you: But when the leaves hang trem bling, The

IP 9BE
^6w -©
cresc.

m 3: ^^ 2J7TP
-o- 3ETE

I
roY.

3
dim. pp a tempo

iJtE

P^P£ £
wind is pass - ing thro'. Who has seen the

*^ M J J jHE
tt •5=*-

nY. dz'w.

J3^ * tempo

geP *—»
#^o —*cr

* All metronome-marks merely approximate.
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Zi

in

wind?

^^ rr-

Nei - ther you nor I: But

* 9̂ O
i

r w

S -o-wr

*
ff//"

crew.

i
<fo>#. ^

?sp r
'

r j ^j

when the trees bow down their heads, The wind is pass - ing

#d ^ w i i ^=^g
T B~"^j.9-

///̂ r#. jt?oco « jooeo
dim. P

oresc.

ijug
i~jn

*«»
"O"

TF

21870
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2. "Dancing on the hilltops"

a
Animato J. =56

mfwith grace and affectionm mf with grace ana ajjection ^m

1 2 p | p
(t j p

1 1
p

J> j> i) jh j

'

,^xpi^

Danc-ing on the hill -tops, Sing-ing in the val-leys, Laugh-ing with the e-choes,

M jP roY. a tempo

I g | (^ |
i I p g i J' 1g a I i) g g

Mer - ry lit -tie Al - ice. Play- ing games with lamb-kins In the flow'r-ing val-leys,

r

*t
ffiu lento

ezj~ j > | j) j^ i j, | j, | j jh g Nip^
Gath'-ring pret-ty po-sies, Help - ful lit - tie Al - ice. If her fa-ther's cot-tage

21870



Ossia

a tempo
cresc.

21

^ ~J~~]r~faH
)

I p_^^ ^E^pi
And he owned the hill -

tops, And the f low'r - intf val -
leys,

$V
p

* J. J
a tempo cresc.

^i" jp:
J

r

« tempo
cresc.

pH^ p-Jrjyi j> i j^j) j^ ^hJ '

i

f p y~r P [

t

Turned in - to a pal-ace, And he owned the hill - tops, And the flow'r-ing val -leys,

=0=
.// rftw e r«'£.

'

J 1 P'~^f I- P F f=f=i Ir
—r—r

She'd be none the hap -
pi

- er, Hap-py lit -tie Al-ice..

FTTH

She'd be none the hap-pi-er, Hap-py lit-tle Al-ice..

21870



22 PART II

3. "A pocket handkerchief to hem"-

Poems by
Christina Rossetti Sidney Homer, Op. 19

Allegro molto, con amore J = i38*

niftearfully

| I J'' a i
p

i

p p p g i | J'p £
dear, oh dear, oh dear! How man - y stitch - es it will take Be

W——— m W-———W——0
| 1

0-

^E iP ^3

*
ro'£ ^ -# tempo

fgailym 1 1 i i m g
sppip a

fore it's done, I fear. Yet set a stitch and then a stitch, And

m —m

I1 'ij, *

n7.
fa tempo

* * * £

£ ^3
* All metronome-marks merely approximate
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| J' ff P P

roY.

r p M p ^^
stitch and stitch a - way, Till stitch by stitch the hem is done— And

^a tempo

f> J> J^ rr £
faccel^
o

£
P g

^ P
af - ter work, and af - ter work is play!

21870
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4. "A motherless soft lambkin"

Molto lento J = 6o

p very tenderly

m
p^p ^^=332

lone up - on a hill: No moth - ers fleece to

I
n- m J '

W- ST.

ipp

m £ £ i

2Z3

7T>

f
&:

ip r r £
shel - ter him And wrap him from the cold:- I'll

^
: 9:

.

W r
—V

-e J

^Ph ffi

% 7 « %i
9-

~T&

21870
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/.
Jpc ^^ k Up

dw».^
run to him and com - fort him, 111 fetch him, that I

l»T T
s
i=t

^p =**= £
^£ : 1 IF

z 9

$ 4 i x=A
\>r * dim.

n
2j-

v.
9-.

I
P W rit. ^ cresc.

&-

P-&+-

Will; 111 care for him and feed

W -
Ii X A

him, Un

m 1 l>*
PP

i U i \
i I

cresc.

5x:

i
/>

wm zl

til hes strong and bold.

a tempo

i
i

i4^Lj 5^-1 i-2L5U
f 2i22:- P^

r-

f-

ft
dm. e rit.

2>

^ E>=Z2

^- V ^

81870
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PART II

5. "Lullaby, oh lullaby!"

Poems by
Christina Rossetti Sidney Homer, Op. 19

Molto lento J = s» *

<p sustained, with deep feeling
m m i£ P^PS

Lul - la -
by, oh lul - la - by! Flow'rs are closed and

*S"fe
T~

fSP §=T
p molto legato

IT T F
^s 0-

m ~o

i i
TV

MC &-

l̂ambs are sleep - ing; Lul - la - by, oh lul - la - by!

ig: -6

J» jl 3»=1: f f T
PP

m

TT

Ig l>
fi -6 nr

i i^^ ^
Stars are up, the moon is peep - ing; Lul - la - by, oh

jLj 6 J
2L

^
s

.^
j »l-

-e

B
— g -6 -6

~C7

TT

* All metronome-marks merely approximate
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im r r r
lul - la - by!

P^pip
m m~

While the birds are si - lence keep - ing,

I
kS*

ft O-

9-
1 £ 3g

=•=

:- ff G-

1L
O- CL

m ^
fcjz

9- 9-

P
, i# *

K5>-

P=P
(Lul - la - by, oh lul - la - by!) Sleep, my ba - by,

;# f
jz

f
PVP

<9-

— O
I

f

3 - s I ^ F

**2:

l
ratf.

i
morendo

^ •# # e1

fall a - sleep - ing, Lul - la -
by, oh lul - la - by!

,P i i

3
ro£.

H g -

P "3 p
r f

3.

:ss:

^ J J

T: jet •0-

21870
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Allegretto J = io6

mf simplyte^

6."Hurt no living thing"

p with imagination

p M B M iF J g gE ?• j 5=2

Hurt no* liv - ing thing: La - dy - bird, nor but - ter -
fly, Nor

#^ 3 i*—^#

r
Wisf

35P
i^

.-a:
_s

%
-Q~

-g>

far
S J^ % b J ' 1 J'

1 i J> J^ I±E±r 3g±
? £ff

' a

moth with dust - y wing, Nor crick - et chirp - ing cheer - i -
ly, Nor

1

*TE
g 1/ j 1=i 9»—s

W¥^ * p-

3*

^ M

P p p
| J', ^P [7 |7

K
[F

i

grass-hop-per so light of leap, Nor danc - ing gnat, nor bee - tie fat, Nor

±* P 31 S » =f

3 i
2 g ZIg

t
-*

ro'/.^^S ^ s%/y

r
J

p p
i r * ^

harm - less worms that creep. Hurt no liv - ing thing.

r\ m
$£\^-\i

33

nf1 t^r j

111111
vrs

£=^ iF
3il'

^'
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Poems by
Christina Rossetti

PART II 29

7. "Minnie and Mattie and fat little May"

Sidney Homer, Op. 19

Allegro J- = 76 *

mfwith humor and affection+ uy t/uniit nuinui tiiiu ujjcuuvii

Min - nie and Mat - tie And fat lit - tie May,

fa J*' * J l>iC j»

r "T t f=t
w/" /«^ato

Si P £ E

^ ^ F MP I'

Out in the coun try, Spend - ing a day.^ *^
P?

==
T

:

Spa
4W

£
t>w

i.

p
I P I^S ^ P

Such a bright day, With the sun glow -
ing,

tnr &IZZ

£r r^

s
T T E

** ^
roY.

# ~ ^ ft*

P P P g £ P=£=P ?
And the trees half in leaf, And the grass grow - ing.

*# « 3?r
3

3
p—»

* All metronome-marks merely approximate.
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*f

mfa tempo

k J) h j ii T M r i^^
Pink-y white pig -ling

#
i

Squeals thro' his snout, Wool - ly white lamb - kin

V *±tRg
t
f=f^ P^T

a a a a

w/a tempo

^1 i I E # g y^ _««
^

hN r i''p I
p
I

p

#—*^/

Frisks all a - bout. Cluck! cluck! the nurs - ing hen Sum-mons her folk,—

7 i ax:nr7 ttm £^ p. r
f

i

<
«3

fc=£ ^E i=l

/
1 P" § 1 iHP^f

Duck-lings all down - y soft, Yel - low as yolk. Cluck! cluck! the moth-er hen

dim. rit.

p ^VflH I ^ f j
a a

P
Sum-mons her chick - ens To peck the dain - ty bits Found in her pick -

ings.
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mfa tempo
31

i-Ja >
jJ> J) J>

i ^ p p f p i M F

b

P'^^
Min-nie and Mat - tie And May car - ry po - sies, Half of sweet vi -

o-lets,

ty £ # t>

I E

b

*»

r«/tf tempo * * m &3 s^2
cresc. poco a pocom ^ * i p" ^

p
£

Half of prim - ros es. Give the sun time e - nough,

£ [>

T?
£r

l|

* *

l>kf f i p

«yf cresc. j»oeo a poco

It -*g
I

m. i,s

* v m |
g ^^ //•«.^^i« *

p ? ?
Glow -ing and glow - ing, He'll rouse the ros - es And bring them blow - ing.

i

rc
:=b

p
— g

te"!£~* *|^ - It— #-•—

4

SM
^b

il J
fe 4 & I feMi

ffvoith breadth

rn ^m P *
I ^ft

Don't wait for ros - es, Los - ing to - day, O

S £m^$
f: U»:
i

S*r f*

ĝ
—

Cap

B

I
*5^. * *

j£jf
w#A breadth

_5L
J:5

r

"T2T
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fa tempo

P^m g g g a j £ I
Vio - lets and prim - ros - es Bios - som to - day For

yfc
ro£ = /

a 5S5
/T\

p M- p p iHT p p r
E

i£ m &
Min - nie and Mat - tie And fat

i-m w

lit -tie May, For

#1I 7

'Jtote
W M A-, _<:

ft

ffvoith breadthS £
j=
«-.

>j>B ^ MM )>»!
[ |y^=s

Min-nie and Mat-tie And fat lit - tie May.

HE|
:fc It

3 £
=

! £ : \>*l

.ML.

SB » mi 1s

s
Jfwith breadth

,fi
*

"BE
:

sF.
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By Sidney Homer

"Dinna ask me"

Copi/ngil. i$W, dy O ScStrmer

52

Auld Daddy Darkness

Black ii a '

.::.: a moor,blin' n a mole: Sl'irtbeflre till II lown». let the balroie

p<u lento <am a ten

'JlU
p p n j'> jij Jul f-

Conrigtl, tt!7, iy O. ScMr

Cuddle Doon

Vrrace, noa troppo presto
with humor and tenderness, h-et-ly

CoygrifU, IttT, »g O. StMrmtr

Thematic list of new songs sent on request

G. SCHIRMER NEW YORK
T. 275
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