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Identification 
Information
• Name: Letitia (“Etta”) Sparks

• Born in Ottawa, ON – Britannia Bay on May 28, 1879

• Father: John Sparks & Mother: Sarah Gamble

• Physical characteristics: 
• 5ft 8 inches, white fair skin, brown hair, blue 

eyes, 175 lbs.

• Religious denomination: Methodist

• Service trade: Nurse with previous military force 
experience
• No.7 Canadian General Hospital



Timeline of Spark’s Service
• May 5, 1915 – Embarkation in Kingston, ON
• May 25, 1915 – deployed to France as a Nurse 
• Transferred to Egypt to continue her work as a Nurse
• July 26 – evacuated to England due to illness
• July 30, 1917 – disease was detected in England, at Queens Alexandra’s 

Imperial Military Nursing Service (QUAIMS), England
• August 3, 1917 – Etta was deemed unfit for duty and was instructed to seek 

medical assistance due to deterioration from illness 
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Etta’s Illness

• Symptoms – unpleasant smell from the right breast 
with solid lump the size of a walnut, swelling and pain in 
the right arm, crustation and dark blue skin of the right 
breast. 
• Diagnosed with breast carcinoma (malignant tumor) 
at the Kitchener Mill Hospital Brighton, London England
• Carcinoma deemed inoperable.
• Died August 20, 1917, at 38 years old.
• Etta’s grave is located in Brighton City (Bear Road) 
Cemetery, Sussex, England. Grave ZIY. 95.



Etta Sparks 
was one of 
the many
heroes from 
World War 1



Medical Documents 

• This document notates her medical 
condition at the time of her death
• Carcinoma of Breast  (right breast)

• The disease spread fast and led to her 
death 
• Within period of 4 months 
• Location: London, England (Expired) 

• Next of Kin 
• Mrs. / Mr. John Sparks 



Cemetery Location 

BRIGHTON CITY CEMETERY 
(BEAR ROAD)
Sussex, United Kingdom
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