
James Sumlar
By: Juliana Caracciolo & Gwyn Macintosh 



James Sumlar 
Background 
information

Name: James Sumlar

Rank: Private

Regimental number: 931513

Next of Kin: Mrs. Emily Sumlar

Address of Next of Kin: 134 Hawkins 
Street, Michigan USA

Birth Country: Windsor Essex County, 
Ontario

Place of Enlistment: Windsor, Ontario



Step one: Library and 
Archives Canada

- At the time of his enlistment on Sept 11, 1916, 
Sumlar was listed as single. His Mother, Mrs. 
Emily Sumlar was listed as his next of Kin. 

- It seems that James Sumlar also married 
Anna Postles

- The information relating to James on 
this document match the various other 
documents we have looked at, but there 
have been no previous mentions of Anna 
Postles. 

- James Sumlar later went on to marry Mrs. 
Ethel Sumlar after the war. 



Step two: The Census of 
Canada 1911

- No information found for 
James Sumlar, as he was not 
killed during active duty. 

- No one by the last name of 
Sumlar was found in the 
census, therefore further 
investigation was not 
possible.



Step Three: 
Circumstances of Death

- Sumlar was not found in the registers. His 
documents state he was discharged for 
demobilization on March 22nd, 1919.  

- The address of his Next of Kin (his mother) 
is stated to be hs intended place of 
residence after he was discharged 

- His wife Ethel Sumlar sent in an official 
statement that James had died in 1962 
which would make him 64 years old at his 
time of death



Step Four: Historical 
Newspapers

- Attempted search through 
the Canadian database was 
unsuccessful. No results for 
James Sumlar were found.



Step Five: Ancestry 
Searches and Other 

Databases
- We found an individual with 

the same birth date as our 
James Sumlar, but the year is 
two years off. The date of 
death is also fairly close to the 
date on the his official death 
notice from his wife Ethel 
Sumlar. 

- It’s possible that this is the 
James Sumlar we have been 
researching, but we are not 
certain. 


